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Copy No. 1 


13 August 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: DDCI Briefing of CIA Subcommittee of House 
Appropriations - 11 August 1965 ~ 9:00 a.m, 


1, Mr. Helms, accompanied by Messrs, William Colby and 
John S. Warner, briefed the Mahon Subcommittee of House Appropriations 
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m. Present from the Subcommittee were: 


George H. Mahon, Chairman 
George W. Andrews 

Frank T. Bow 

Glenard P. Lipscomb 

Robert L. Michaels, Staff Assistant 


Prior to the hearing there was a technical sweep and no transcript 
was taken, 


2. Mr. Helms briefed on the SAM sites in North Vietnam 
following the text of the attached briefing. In addition, Mr. Helms 
pointed out that it was clear the SAM sites are manned by Russians. 

In response to a question, he stated that the missile equipment has 
come from the Soviet Union both by ship and rail. Mr. Helms stated 
that the Soviets are supporting the North Vietnamese but in low key. 
Their support includes training of (a) pilots, (b) antiaircraft personnel, 
and (c) personnel manning the missiles. On the other hand, the 
ChiComs while not doing as much training are contributing much 
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more than the Soviets in terms of arms and ammunition. In response 
to a question, Mr. Helms stated that the Viet Cong and the North 
Vietnamese believe they are winning the war and conceded that it 
could not be said that the U. S. and the South Vietnamese are winning. 


25X1 
4, Mr. Colby briefed quickly on Agency activities in Laos and 
to the extent of our tribal programs. Mr, Helms contributed his views 
that had it not been for this extensive program, today, Laos would be 
fully under Communist control, 
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6. Mr. Mahon asked the question of whether the Agency 
was receiving in this supplemental the full amount requested and 
needed, Mr. Helms responded by saying that we were getting the 
full amount requested and needed for Southeast Asia but it was 
likely we would be in for a supplemental for other programs in 
January. Mr. Mahon inquired whether our 1967 budget would be 
going way up. Mr. Helms answered cautiously on this stating if 
there were no new major developments in the world we would not 


be in for a significantly larger budget but that events might change 
this picture, 
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8 The Subcommittee members were unanimous in expressing 25X11 
their appreciation for an excellent briefing by Mr. Helms and Mr. Colby. 


JOHN 5, WARNER 
Legiglative Counsel 


Atts. 


Copy 1 = OGC/LC 
Copy 2» DDCI 
Copy 3 = Ex Dir/Compt 


Copy 4 = D/BPA 
Copy 5 = O/ DDI - w/o atts 
OGC/LC:JSW:mks 
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